very small book, and the space in it devoted to Balzac as a man is further curtailed by several chapters devoted to criticism of his work. The introduction to the excellent translation of Balzac's novels undertaken by Mr. Saintsbury, contains a short account of his life, but this only fills a few pages and does not enter into much detail. Besides these, an admirable essay on Balzac has appeared in " Main Currents of Nineteenth-century Literature," by Dr. George Brandes; the scope of this, however, is mainly criticism of his merits as a writer, not description of his personality and doings.
Even in the French language, there is no trustworthy or satisfactory Life of Balzac—a fact on which the numerous critical writers make many comments, though they apparently hesitate to throw themselves into the breach and to undertake one. Madame Surville's charming Memoir only professes to treat of Balzac's early life, and even within these limits she intentionally conceals as much as she reveals. M. Edmond Bire', in his interesting book, presents Balzac in different aspects, as Royalist, playwriter, admirer of Napoleon, and so